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Rother District Council 
 
 
CABINET 
4 November 2019 

 
Minutes of the Cabinet meeting held at the Council Chamber on Monday 4 
November 2019 at 6:30pm. 
 
Committee Members present: Councillors D.B. Oliver (Leader), Mrs C.A. Bayliss, J. 
Brewerton, C.A. Clark, Mrs D.C. Earl-Williams, K.M. Field, S.M. Prochak (Deputy 
Leader) and J. Vine-Hall. 
 
Other Members present: Councillors J. Barnes, Mrs M.L. Barnes, R.K. Bird, T.J.C. 
Byrne, S.J. Coleman, Mrs V. Cook, P.C. Courtel, G.C. Curtis (in part), K.P. Dixon, 
B.J. Drayson, S.J. Errington (in part), A.E. Ganly, K.M. Harmer, Mrs E.M. Kirby-
Green (in part), C.R. Maynard, A.S. Mier, P.N. Osborne (in part), G.F. Stevens (in 
part), R. Thomas and H.L. Timpe (in part). 
 
Advisory Officers in attendance: Executive Director (MJ), Executive Director (TL), 
Assistant Director Resources, Head of Acquisitions, Transformation and 
Regeneration, Head of Housing and Community, Neighbourhood Services Manager, 
Contracts Manager (in part) and Democratic Services Manager 
 
Also Present: 1 member of the press and 30 members of the public. 
 

 
Publication Date: 7 November 2019 
The decisions made under PART II will come into force on 15 November 2019 
unless they have been subject to the call-in procedure. 
 

 

CB19/51.   MINUTES   
(1)  

The Chairman was authorised to sign the minutes of the meeting held 
on 30 September 2019 as a correct record of the proceedings. 
 

CB19/52.   APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE   
(2)  

An apology for absence was received from Councillor J.M. Johnson. 
 

CB19/53.   DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS   
(5)  

There were no disclosures of interest made. 
 
 
PART I – RECOMMENDATIONS TO COUNCIL – not subject to call-in procedure 
under Rule 16 of the Overview and Scrutiny Procedure Rules. 
 

 
 
 
 

Public Document Pack
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CB19/54.   PROPOSED CHANGES TO PUBLIC SPEAKING AT PLANNING 
COMMITTEE   

(6)  
Consideration was given to the report of the Chairman of the Planning 
Committee that proposed a number of changes to the Public Speaking 
Scheme at Planning Committee meetings.  The report had also been 
considered by the Planning Committee on 12 September 2019 and 
scrutinised by the Overview and Scrutiny Committee (OSC) on 14 
October 2019.  The minutes from both meetings were appended to the 
report at Appendices 5 and 6 respectively. 
 
Following consideration of the comments / suggestions made by the 
Planning Committee and OSC, some of which had been taken on 
board, Cabinet was supportive of the proposed revised public speaking 
scheme as outlined at Appendix 3 and revised Code of Practice 
document at Appendix 4 to the report.  It was also agreed that the 
scheme be subject to a 12 month review.  It was noted that the five 
Minutes for Ward Members to speak, interspersed within the Planning 
Committee debate, would be timed, as at full Council meetings.  
 
RECOMMENDED: That: 
 
1) the proposed revised publish speaking scheme as set out in 

Appendix 3 to the report and revised Code of Practice document as 
set out in Appendix 4 to the report be agreed; and thereafter any 
minor changes to the public speaking system and/or the Code of 
Practice to be delegated to the Executive Director in consultation 
with the Chairman of Planning; 
 

2) non-Planning Committee Ward Members speaking under the 
scheme be encouraged to submit a brief summary of the issues 
they would raise in advance of the meeting to be circulated to the 
Planning Committee; 
 

3) the word ‘interspersed’ be added in the Ward Member column in the 
table at Appendix 3 to the report; 
 

4) Members calling in an application must attend the relevant Planning 
Committee, send a Member on their behalf or provide an apology / 
reason for non-attendance; and 
 

5) the revised scheme be reviewed after 12 months. 
 

CB19/55.   1066 COUNTRY WALK PATHWAYS - GRANT FUNDING   
(9)  

The Council had been successful in securing a grant of £163,272.60 
for the 1066 Walk Pathways Project (WPP) from the Rural Payments 
Agency under the European Agricultural Funding for Rural 
Development Tourism Infrastructure Grant Programme.   
 
1066 WPP aimed to promote and improve the signage infrastructure of 
the Pevensey to Rye 1066 Country Walk route.  East Sussex County 
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Council (ESCC) currently maintained the route, however improved 
signage and raised awareness was required.   
 
The project would create and install bespoke visitor interpretation 
panels along the route reflecting local history, visitor attractions, 
eateries, accommodation etc.; along with two bespoke sculpture 
pieces, bespoke seating and sculpture trails, as well as promote the 
route.  It was hoped that the project extended into Hastings and Bexhill 
off the main Pevensey to Rye route to capture the major population 
centres.  
 
Necessary investigations and consultations with relevant partners had 
been completed and it was noted that a total of £14,500 had been 
committed from 1066 Country Marketing, ESCC and Wealden District 
Council towards the project.  The Council would commit an additional 
£6,250 from the Tourism Budget and be responsible for maintaining the 
art installations for a period of five years.   
 
A sister project was also being developed namely the 1066 Walk 
Puddings and Pathways Festival, to promote local food outlets along 
the route.  Funding sources were currently being explored. 
 
Cabinet agreed that the grant provided much needed investment into 
the green tourism sector, would help to promote this valuable asset 
and represented excellent value for money. 
 
RECOMMENDED: That the provision of £163,272.60 be made in the 
Council’s Revenue Budget to accommodate costs incurred in delivery 
of the 1066 Walk Pathways project, to be recovered by way of grant 
from the Rural Payments Agency. 
 

CB19/56.   DISTRICT OF ROTHER (OFF-STREET) PARKING PLACES ORDER 
2019   

(11)  
Consideration was given to the report of the Executive Director on the 
District of Rother Parking Places Order (PPO).  The Council currently 
operated its designated car parks under the District of Rother (Off 
Street) PPO 1983 and despite a number of small variations, had not 
been significantly updated since that time.  In December 2018, Cabinet 
had recommended a number of changes and resolved that officers 
draft and consult on a new PPO. 
 
The overall objective of the new PPO was to improve the ability of the 
Council to manage all car parks effectively, meet the cost of 
maintenance and enforcement.  There was also a desire to provide 
greater controls to the Council within ‘amenity open space parking 
areas’ and certain rural car parks which were not named in the current 
PPO and, therefore, were largely unenforceable. 
 
The proposed draft PPO was appended to the report at Appendix A 
and included the following changes: allowed recreational vehicles to 
park during the daytime; reduced maximum waiting period to 23 hours; 
removed devolved car parks; varied payment methods; included a 
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number of parking areas currently designated as ‘amenity open space 
parking areas’; and included rural car parks.  The reduction in 
maximum waiting periods in car parks would allow improved 
enforcement of cars that were abandoned and or left for long periods of 
time.  Local residents who used amenity car parks to park vehicles 
safely off the highway where there was no alternative parking would 
not be penalised if parked overnight.    
 
The inclusion of the car park at the Bear at Burwash was queried as it 
was thought that this was being devolved to Burwash Parish Council 
who was awaiting a lease; this would be investigated by officers.   
 
A consultation was held between 17 May to 26 July 2019 and the 
Council had received 302 responses; the executive summary was 
detailed in Appendix B to the report with full details available in the 
Members’ Room.  Feedback indicated that the majority of responders 
were supportive of the proposed changes.  Two additional changes 
were put forward for Members’ consideration, firstly, to include an 
electric vehicle charging clause to future proof the provision of 
electrical charging points and whether to award ‘Disabled Person’s 
Badge’ holders free parking for the first three hours of any one day, in-
line with neighbouring authorities.  Should the Council agree to this it 
would result in a loss of £50,000 income per annum. 
 
Members felt that the provision contained within PART I, Operative and 
General Provisions of the PPO, paragraph 23 (a) that a driver of a 
vehicle in respect of which a standard charge had been incurred had to 
pay the standard charge within seven days was insufficient time.  
Cabinet suggested that this be amended to 21 working days and 
officers agreed to seek legal advice on this and advise accordingly for 
full Council on Monday 11 November.     
 
Cabinet was pleased with the level of engagement and considered that 
all the suggested amendments to the proposed PPO were welcome, 
however, the suggestion to support free parking for the first three hours 
to ‘Disabled Person’s Badge’ holders was not supported.  It was 
considered that the provision of disabled bays within car parks was 
about access and not cost and the Council could ill afford this reduction 
in income.     
 
RECOMMENDED: That: 
 
1) the proposed District of Rother (Off-Street) Parking Places Order 

2019 at Appendix A be approved and adopted; 
 

2) the proposed free parking for the first three hours of any one day as 
part of the District of Rother (Off-Street) Parking Places Order 2019 
for Disabled Person’s Badge Holders NOT be supported; and  
 

3) (Councillor Mrs Bayliss wished it to be recorded that she abstained 
from voting on this recommendation).   
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4) the number of days in which a driver of a vehicle in respect of which 
a standard charge had been incurred had to pay the standard 
charge be extended from seven to 21 days, subject to legal advice. 

 

CB19/57.   REVENUE BUDGET AND CAPITAL PROGRAMME MONITORING 
QUARTER 2 2019-20   

(14)  
Members received and considered the report of the Executive Directors 
on the Revenue Budget and Capital Programme Monitoring Quarter 2 
2019/20.  The report contained details of the significant variations of 
the Revenue Budget and updated Capital Programme. 
 
Since the last report to Cabinet, there had been two reportable 
virements.  The Council had provided an additional grant of £193,000 
to the De La Warr Pavilion Charitable Trust to meet the pension 
shortfall and a staffing post had been transferred from the Resources 
to Housing and Community Service to improve operational efficiency. 
 
Overall the cost of services identified a deficit of £1.2m which was 
7.5% greater than the revised budget and represented an increase of 
£980,000 from the Quarter 1 2019/20 report.  Currently reserves were 
being used to support the Revenue Budget however this would not be 
sustainable long term.  The Council’s Rother 2020 programme 
envisaged delivering ongoing services based on savings and it was 
forecast in the financial plan that staff cuts would be required.  The 
Strategic Management Team would be reviewing all vacant posts and 
seeking expressions of interest for voluntary redundancies.  Costs of 
redundancies would be built into the Medium Term Financial Strategy 
and recovered within a year. 
 
The main reasons for the variations were attributed to underspends / 
savings on employment related costs and staff vacancies.  The deficit 
was attributed to election costs, planning fee and land charges income, 
costs associated within the Acquisitions, Transformation and 
Regeneration and Resources Services, waste services, provision of 
temporary accommodation, replacement of faulty Leisure Centre 
equipment and cemeteries income. 
 
Investment returns were in-line with the budget.  The final year end 
position would depend on treasury management and property 
investment decisions made between now and March 2020.  2019/20 
Reserves were expected to meet £704,000 compared to the original 
budget assumption of £1.67m.  Due to the reduction of reserves it was 
recommended that the Council did not continue to provide grass cutting 
of £40,000 per annum to East Sussex County Council in 2020/21. 
 
The Council Tax collection rate was forecast to be broadly in-line with 
the annual estimate and the Business Rates collection performance 
would be higher than the budget by £170,000.  Appendix B to the 
report, showed the Capital Programme for the period 2019/20 to 
2024/25 which included £46,000 for upgrading Camber Car Park. 
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Capital spend to the end of September 2019 totalled £9.3m which 
included the purchase of Glovers House, Bexhill, as identified in 
Appendix A to the report.  The significant save of £300,000 on the 
works at the untarmacked car park at Camber, following a review of the 
projected costs, was highlighted.  
 
It was noted that following the forthcoming Corporate Peer Challenge 
follow up visit from the Local Government Association, if considered 
appropriate, a peer review on finance may be requested. 
 
RECOMMENDED: That the updated Capital Programme at Appendix B 
to the report, be approved. 
 
AND  
 
*RESOLVED: That: 
 
1) the report and actions being undertaken by the Strategic 

Management Team to address the projected overspend be noted; 
and 
 

2) Council ceases to fund East Sussex County Council for additional 
grass cutting to highway verges from 2020/21. 

 
*The RESOLVED parts of this minute are subject to the call-in 
procedure under Rule 16 of the Overview and Scrutiny Procedure 
Rules. 

 
 
PART II – EXECUTIVE DECISIONS – subject to the call-in procedure under Rule 16 
of the Overview and Scrutiny Procedure Rules by no later than 4:00pm on 14 
November 2019. 

 
 

CB19/58.   LAND AT THE SALTS, RYE   
(7)  

In September 2018, Cabinet authorised the disposal of an area of land 
at the Salts, Rye to Rye Amenity Community Interest Company 
(RACIC) to create a ‘managed wildflower meadow’.  Prior to the 
disposal, the Council was required to advertise the proposed disposal 
of public open space; an official notice was advertised across the 
district for a two week period.  Four letters of objection had been 
received which detailed the following issues: unsightly; weed control; 
long-term maintenance; lack of consultation; lease details; public 
access; and setting precedent for future disposals.  Full details were 
highlighted at Appendix 3 to the report. 
 
Whilst Members acknowledged that the consultation followed the due 
legal process for disposal, as Rye Town Council had not responded to 
the consultation nor been specifically consulted and the wishes of the 
local residents for this piece of land was unknown, the request should 
be refused.  It was also considered that this was not the correct 
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location for a wild flower meadow and that this piece of land could be 
put to better community use.     
 
RESOLVED: That the request to dispose of the land by way of a 25 
year lease to Rye Amenity Community Interest Company be refused. 
 
 

CB19/59.   DEVELOPMENT OF LAND AT BARNHORN GREEN, BEXHILL   
(8)  

Members considered the report of the Executive Director which sought 
approval to proceed with developing a recently acquired commercial 
site, and to use £10m of the £35m approved budget for the Property 
Investment Strategy (PIS). 
 
The Council had recently acquired land for commercial purposes on 
the Barnhorn Green mixed-use scheme (known locally as Rosewood 
Park) for the sum of £600,000.  The Property Investment Panel (PIP) 
had approved the purchase on 25 April 2019 and the sale was 
completed on 5 July 2019; a plan of the site was attached at Appendix 
1 to the report. 
 
The site measured approximately 1.5 hectares and the commercial 
element comprised of 25.5 hectares.  Barnhorn Green was allocated as 
a key commercial development project in the Council’s Corporate Plan.  
Outline planning permission was granted in 2014 for up to 3,500sqm of 
employment office / light industrial floorspace, as well as a doctors’ 
surgery to accommodate up to 10 GPs.  The site was expected to 
generate approximately 200-230 jobs dependent on the final use of the 
buildings. 
 
It was noted that the site was subject to an overage agreement which 
would remain in force until 19 January 2089 or the date all buildings 
were constructed pursuant to planning permission.  Should the site be 
developed outside the permissions of the granted outline planning, the 
Council would be liable to beneficiaries under the overage agreement 
for 30% of any uplift in value once planning permission was obtained or 
the site was sold. 
 
Advice had been sought from the external valuer regarding options for 
varying the mix of uses, subject to planning consent.  Several options 
were presented to the PIP for consideration.  The lowest risk and 
opportunity to generate income would be to replace office space with 
light industrial accommodation.  Any variation would require additional 
planning consent. 
 
Members were advised that the development of a doctors’ surgery 
would represent an opportunity for the Council to facilitate improved 
local healthcare facilities, as well as generate a secure income stream.  
Discussion had commenced with the Clinical Commission Group and 
East Sussex Healthcare Trust and good progress was being made.  
Development of a new, modern GP facility was considered essential to 
support the existing population and potential housing growth in the 
area. 
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Following completion, it was anticipated that the combined rental 
income of the commercial floor space (under the existing approved 
mix) and doctors’ surgery would be in excess of £640,000 gross of 
voids.  The net yield was projected to be in excess of £160,000 per 
annum. 
 
The Council had approved borrowing of £35m for investment under the 
PIS; £10m was required and would be allocated from the Capital 
Programme.  The additional income generated formed part of the 
overall financial strategy to reduce the net cost of the Council and 
achieve a balanced Revenue Budget.  It also contributed to the 
regeneration strategy for the district, providing jobs and business 
space. 
 
Once approved, officers would commence the procurement process for 
professional services.  It was anticipated that full planning consent 
would be achieved by March 2020 and construction delivered over a 
phased basis.  Members requested that consideration be given to 
including some form of modest retail / café within the development and 
any resulting liabilities this would cause to beneficiaries under the 
overage agreement.  Whilst this would meet the Council’s desire to 
reduce the carbon footprint and unnecessary car trips to local 
amenities in Little Common this had to be judged against supporting a 
sustainable economy within Little Common itself.    
 
Cabinet fully supported the project and agreed that it would provide 
improved healthcare and local employment opportunities, as well as 
generate much needed income for the Council. 
 
RESOLVED: That: 
 
1) £10m from the approved £35m Property Investment Strategy 

Capital Programme be allocated for the development of commercial 
property and a doctors’ surgery on land adjacent to Barnhorn Road 
recently acquired by the Council; and 
 

2) the Executive Director be authorised to: 
 

a) develop and submit a detailed planning application for the 
proposed development; 

b) procure the works set out in this report and enter into contracts 
as necessary for the completion of this development; and 

c) agree the lease with the local Clinical Commissioning Group, 
GPs and the East Sussex Health Care Trust. 

 

CB19/60.   BEXHILL TOWN CENTRE STEERING GROUP   
(10)  

Members considered the report of the Executive Director that detailed 
proposed amendments to the Bexhill Town Centre Steering Group’s 
(BTCSG) Terms of Reference (ToR) and allocation of funds to develop 
a Town Centre masterplan. 
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The BTCSG was initially established in 2010 to shape a new vision, 
develop a regeneration plan and strategy for the Town Centre.  The 
Bexhill Town Centre Strategy (BTCS) was published in 2013 after a 
period of consultation with relevant key stakeholders. 
 
In October 2018, to undertake a more strategic approach to defining 
the shared vision for the Town Centre, the BTCSG approved a revised 
ToR and timescale for delivery.  To develop a new strategy, in March 
2019 a series of focused workshops with key stakeholders were held 
and in April 2019, the Council submitted a bid to the Future High 
Streets Fund.  Unfortunately the bid was unsuccessful.  However, the 
process demonstrated that there was a need for a coherent strategy 
and masterplan to be developed to provide an improved chance of 
securing external funding. 
 
Following the district elections in May 2019 and change of political 
control and Cabinet Portfolio Holder, it was decided that the original 
timetable was insufficient to develop the BTCS.  Therefore the 
timetable had been reviewed and ToR amended accordingly.  The 
revised ToR was appended to the report at Appendix 1.  It was 
proposed that the membership be increased to include a local resident, 
to be selected through an open process by application and appointed 
by the BTCSG, as well as a representative from Rother Voluntary 
Action.  It was also proposed that the Bexhill Town Team be removed 
and that a number of priorities identified during the workshop sessions 
be included within the BTCSG objectives. 
 
Cabinet agreed to increase the number of local residents appointed to 
the membership from one to two and to appoint Bexhill Councillors 
Timpe and Thomas.  The Cabinet Portfolio Holder and Chairman of the 
BTCSG gave assurances that the two business representatives would 
be appointed in consultation with the local Chamber of Commerce.  
 
To ensure that future bids were achievable / successful it would be 
necessary to develop a visionary masterplan for the physical 
environment of the Town Centre.  Specialist assistance would be 
required therefore it was recommended by officers that the remaining 
£41,370 of the Town Centre Section 106 funding be allocated to 
develop the masterplan.   
 
However, Members were not supportive of allocating this amount of 
money and agreed in the first instance to allocate £10,000 to 
commence early developmental work leaving a balance of £31,370.  
This funding could be put to good use on small scale projects across 
the Town Centre that would enable residents to see that improvements 
were being made.  Members noted that there had already been a lot 
work already done and this could also be drawn on to save costs, 
including the public realm work previously undertaken by the authority.   
 
RESOLVED: That: 
 
1) the revised Terms of Reference for the Bexhill Town Centre 

Steering Group be approved and the membership be confirmed as: 
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 Chairman: Portfolio Holder for Bexhill Affairs (Bayliss) 
 RDC Members of Bexhill Central Ward (Bayliss and Courtel) 
 Two business representatives to be nominated by the Chairman 

(in consultation with the Chamber of Commerce) 
 Two resident representatives (by application process) 
 Locate East Sussex 
 East Sussex County Council (ESCC) Portfolio Holder for 

Transport and Environment (or nominated ESCC substitute) 
 CEO of the De La Warr Pavilion (Stewart Drew) 
 A representative of Rother Voluntary Action 
 Bexhill Ward Councillors Timpe and Thomas 

 
2) an initial allocation of £10,000 of the Town Centre Section 106 

funding be approved to start the work of developing a Town Centre 
Strategy and Masterplan with a further report to come back to 
Cabinet following the reconstitution of the Bexhill Town Centre 
Steering Group. 

 

CB19/61.   LAND AT LITTLE COMMON RECREATION GROUND   
(12)  

Prior to introducing the report, the Contracts Manager confirmed that 
he had a personal interest in this matter as his son played for Little 
Common Football Club (LCFC).   
 
In order to allow football teams to participate in different leagues of 
County football, football grounds were required to meet certain criteria 
set by the Football Association (FA).  Members were advised that 
LCFC had requested that further ground grading work be undertaken at 
Pitch 4 at Little Common Recreation Ground.  In order for LCFC to 
continue to play in their current league, the FA had advised that 
capacity be increased to the spectator stand and a fence be erected 
around the pitch.  It was noted that LCFC would meet all costs. 
 
Members were advised that the first team currently played their home 
games at Eastbourne United (EU).  EU had given notice that LCFC 
would not be able to play at their ground after the current 2019/20 
season.  LCFC had until 31 March 2020 to notify the League as to 
where they would be playing home games for the 2020/21 season.  It 
was noted that ground grading improvements had already been 
undertaken to enable LCFC to progress and continue to play at Little 
Common up until the end of the 2016/17 season.  Erection of a fence 
could imply the loss of public open space.  LCFC proposed to keep the 
pitch accessible by including gates in the fencing which would be open 
at all times except on match days when a closed gate would be 
necessary, which would be advertised in advance.  Planning 
permission would be required for any alterations and a route diversion 
for a public footpath as identified on Appendix C to the report would 
need to be applied for.  All costs would be met by the Club. 
 
Legally, the Council was required to advertise the proposed disposal of 
public open space in the local paper for a two week period and 
consider any objections received. 
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Members were supportive in principle and after discussion, it was 
agreed that the proposed disposal of be advertised in accordance with 
Section 123 of the Local Government Act 1972 and that subject to no 
objections being received, an eight year lease at £500 per annum be 
granted to LCFC until 2027 when the pavilion lease expired.  Should 
objections be made a further report would be made to Cabinet to agree 
the disposal or not.   
 
RESOLVED: That: 
 
1) the proposed disposal by lease of Pitch 4 at Little Common 

Recreation Ground, shown at Appendix A, be advertised on two 
consecutive weeks as required by Section 123 of the Local 
Government Act 1972;  
 

2) if objections are received a further report be presented to Cabinet; 
OR  
 

3) if no objections are received, a lease be granted to Little Common 
Football Club for a term of eight years at £500 per annum rent to tie 
in with the expiry of the pavilion lease and other terms and 
conditions to the satisfaction of the Executive Director, without 
further recourse to Cabinet. 

 

CB19/62.   FEES AND CHARGES   
(13)  

Cabinet gave consideration to the report of the Executive Director that 
detailed the latest review of the Council’s fees and charges for 2020/21 
and the proposed recommended increases.  Fees and charges were 
reviewed each year taking into account the increased need to recover 
the total cost of the services provided and the cost of inflation, 
assumed at 1.7%.  The anticipated income from these charges was 
built into the draft Revenue Budget for 2020/21. 
 
The majority of the fees and charges within the appendices were 
recommended to increase at 1.7% with the following exceptions: 
   
Car Parking (Appendix 4): In December 2017, it was agreed that car 
parking charges would remain unchanged until Civil Parking 
Enforcement was implemented and had been operation for some six 
months.  CPE was scheduled to commence in June 2020 and the 
Council’s CPE Task and Finish Group would be reconvened in 
December 2020.  Therefore, it was recommended that the car parking 
charges remained unchanged for 2020/21. 
 
Garden Waste Collections (Appendix 5b): The charge for garden waste 
had been set in December 2015 at £35 and fixed until July 2019.  For 
comparison the garden waste subscription charges in neighbouring 
authorities were confirmed as Hastings £66; Eastbourne £52; Lewes 
£70 and Wealden £50 (under review). 
 
The income generated from the current £35 per week charge per bin at 
the current rate of subscribers for 2019/20 was approximately 
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£745,000, leaving a deficit of £35,000 against the annual operating 
costs and capital costs of the wheelie bins.  It was therefore 
recommended that the annual subscription be increased to £50 per 
annum which would result in an income of £939,000 and generate an 
annual surplus of £195,300.  There were no legal restrictions 
preventing the Council making a surplus from this activity and this 
provided a legitimate tool for Members to generate income for the 
Council to protect other services and assist in meeting the funding gap.  
 
Members were not supportive of increasing the subscription to £50 
which represented a 43% increase and agreed an increase of £5.00 
per year over the next three years.     
 
Members requested that the soon to be established Anti-Poverty Task 
and Finish Group be tasked with looking at how the Council could 
support residents on low incomes across the district by reducing 
certain charges for residents who were in receipt of certain benefits.  
Tasking this consideration to the Anti-Poverty Task and Finish Group 
would enable officers to take due legal advice and cost out any 
proposals coming forward in a considered way as part of the work of 
this Group.         
 
Scrap Metal Dealers Act 2013 (Appendix 6): It was recommended that 
the charges for scrap metal remain unchanged for 2020/21. 
 
Food Hygiene Rating Scheme (FHRS) (Appendix 7):  As a revisit to 
rate a premises under the FHRS was not a statutory duty, it was 
recommended that the scale of fees in the appendix to the report was 
introduced. 
 
Health Certificates (for food exported) (Appendix 8): Food exported to 
countries outside the EU required a health certificate.    It was 
recommended that the scale of fees in the appendix to the report was 
introduced. 
 
Export Health Certificates for fish and molluscs (BREXIT) (Appendix 9): 
Subject to future trading agreements post BREXIT, the exportation of 
fish / molluscs might require inspection and certification.  Therefore it 
was recommended that the fees in the appendix to the report be 
introduced and reviewed as required. 
 
Houses of Multiple Occupation [HMO] Licences (Appendix 10):  A 
recent Supreme Court judgement had determined that local authorities 
must have two sets of fees.  One fee to cover the costs of applying for 
a licence (non-refundable) and one for issuing the licence and on-going 
enforcement.  It was recommended that the Council had a combined 
fee to reflect the reduced administration costs associated with only one 
fee being paid.  Therefore, it was recommended that the scale of fees 
in the appendix to the report was introduced. 
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RESOLVED: That: 
 
1) the charges shown in Appendices 1 – 6 be approved and brought 

into effect from 1 April 2020;  
 

2) the charges shown in Appendix 5(b) be brought in from July 2020;  
 

3) the charges in Appendix 9 be brought into effect from January 
2020; 
 

4) garden waste charges be increased by £5 per annum over the next 
three years; and  
 

5) the Anti-Poverty Task and Finish Group be tasked with looking at 
how the Council could support residents on low incomes across the 
district by reducing certain charges for residents who were in 
receipt of certain benefits.   

 
 

 
 
 
 
CHAIRMAN 
The meeting closed at 8:30pm. 
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Appendix 1 

PARKS ACTIVITIES 

Unless stated all charges include VAT @ 20% 

 

Sports Bookings 

 Current Charges per Booking per 
Pitch (2019/2020) 

Proposed Charges per Booking per 
Pitch (2020/2021) 

Adult 
(over 18) 

Youth 
(12 – 18) 

Under 
12’s 

Adult 
(over 18) 

Youth 
(12 – 18) 

Under 12’s 

Football Pitch £79.00  £17.50  £13.50  £80.00 £17.75 £13.75 

 Adult 
(Over 18) 

Colts  
 

Adult 
(Over 18) 

Colts  
 

Cricket Pitch £77.00 £17.00 £78.00 £17.25 

 

 Current Charges 
per Booking per 

Pitch 
(2019/2020) 

Proposed Charges 
per Booking per 

Pitch 
(2020/2021) 

Stoolball Pitch Casual Games £26.50 £27.00 

Additional Charges Showers £27.50 £28.00 

 Closed Gate £46.00 £47.00 

 Cancellation (pitch fees) £22.50 £23.00 

 

Events and Fairs 

 Current Charges 
(2019/2020) 

Proposed Charges 
(2020/2021) 

Commercial Event – Small Per Day £113.00 £115.00 

Commercial Event – Med Per Day £338.00 £344.00 

Commercial Event – Large 
Per Day 1 – 4 
Per Day 5 + 

£635.00 
£488.00 

£646.00 
£496.00 

Charitable / Not for Profit 
Event – Small 

Per Day £61.00 £62.00 

Charitable /  Not for Profit - 
Medium 

Per Day £189.00 £192.00 

Charitable / Not for Profit - 
Large 

Per Day 1 – 4 
Per Day 5 + days 

£348.00 
£276.00 

£354.00 
£281.00 

Damage Deposits Small Events £323.00 £329.00 

 Medium Events £538.00 £547.00 

 Large Events £1,075.00 £1,093.00 

 

Allotment Gardens 

 Current Charges per 
Plot per Annum 

(2019/2020) 

Proposed Charges 
per Plot per Annum 

(2020/2021) 

Small Plot <125sqm £49.50 £50.00 

Large Plot >125sqm £94.00 £95.50 
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Appendix 2 

CEMETERY CHARGES 

 

 
Current Charges 

(2019/2020) 
Proposed Charges 

(2020/2021) 

INTERMENTS – For the burial of:   

The body of a child up to 18 years old £0 £0 

The body of a person whose age at the time of death 
exceeded 18 years. At 1.52m (5’) deep 

£950.00 £950.00 

Each additional 0.61m (2’) depth £380.00 £380.00 

Cremated remains – internment £260.00 £260.00 

   

EXCLUSIVE RIGHTS – For the Exclusive Right of 
Burial at the time of interment, for 50 years, 
including the preparation of the Deed of Grant 

  

Full size plot (2.74m x 1.22m) £950.00 £950.00 

Small size plots (1.37m x 0.61m) £470.00 £470.00 

Garden of Remembrance at Rye (0.69m x 0.61m) £270.00 £270.00 

    

Plot Reservation for 5 year period   

Full size plot (2.74m x 1.22m) £240.00 £240.00 

Small size plots (1.37m x 0.61m) £120.00 £120.00 

Garden of Remembrance at Rye (0.69m x 0.61m) £70.00 £70.00 

   

OTHER CHARGES   

Use of Chapel £190.00 £193.00 

Transfer of burial rights £120.00 £122.00 

Search fee – 10 years to present No Charge No Charge 

Search fee – before 10 years £120.00 £122.00 

d) Disinterring: Double appropriate re-opening fees, plus any additional charges to be determined by 
the proper officer according to the circumstances. 

 

Cemetery Charges 
The whole of the foregoing fees and charges will be doubled in the case of any 
person who at the time of death was not a Council Tax payer or resident of the 
Rother District and has not so resided at any time during the twelve months 
preceding his or her death. 
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CEMETERY CHARGES – continued 

 

 

Charges 

(2019/2020) 

Proposed Charges 

(2020/2021) 

GROUNDS WORK – maintenance and planting in 
respect of Bexhill Cemetery only  

 
 

Lawn Sections 
Twice yearly planting with bedding plants 
For Exclusive Burial Rights 

 
£153.00 

£2,060.00 

 
£156.00 

£2,095.00 

Traditional Sections 
Turfing of a grave space 
Maintenance with twice yearly planting per annum 

 
£174.00 
£461.00 

 
£177.00 
£469.00 

MEMORIALS    

Permission to erect a memorial – (Cemeteries Only) £120.00 £122.00 

Permission to insert an additional inscription – 
(Cemeteries Only) 

£49.00 £50.00 

Commemorative BENCHES AND TREES 
  

Commemorative Benches 
10 year scheme, including installation, plaque and 10 
year maintenance.  
 
Cost of bench to be in addition - selection of four 
benches provided at current cost plus 5% charge. 

 
£691.00 

 
 

On request  

 
£703.00 

 
 

On request 

Replacement / Additional Plaque for bench (not 
including inscription) 

- - 

Replacement / Additional Plaque for bench, including 
inscription - maximum of four lines of text 

£155.00 £158.00 

Commemorative Trees 
Planting of a commemorative tree, including ground 
preparation, soil nourishment, stabilisation and 
protection of the sapling. Cost price plus 5% charge 
(not including tree) 
 
A selection of trees and shrubs are available for 
planting, cost for the supply of the tree will be provided 
at time of request, current cost plus 5% charge 
 

 
£222.00 

 
 
 

On Request 

 
£226.00 

 
 
 

On Request 

Plaque – including up to four lines of inscription £64.00 £65.00 

Installation and Plaque Mount for commemorative tree £187.00 £190.00 

Additional line of engraving on plaque £7.25 £7.50 

FOR INSCRIPTIONS IN THE BOOK OF 
REMEMBRANCE 

  

Up to five-line entry £255.00 £260.00 

Standard Embellishments (Extra) £388.50 £395.00 
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Appendix 3 

BEACH AND FORESHORE 

Unless stated all charges include VAT @ 20% 

 

 

Charges 
2019/2020 

Proposed 
Charges 

2020/2021 

Beach Hut Site Licenses – Annual 
charge per hut 
East/West Parade 

£512.00 £521.00 

Glyne Gap £512.00 £521.00 

Beach Hut Site Licenses – Seasonal 
charge per site 
Tent Sites, 6 months only 

£356.00 £362.00 

Beach Hut Site Transfer Fee per hut 

Minimum fee 
£1,575 or 10% of 

sale price 
 (whichever is 

highest) 

Minimum fee 
£1,575 or 10% of 

sale price 
 (whichever is 

highest) 

Foreshore License – Annual charge per 
item: 
One Boat Site 

£72.00 £73.00 

Winches – Annual charge per winch £36.00 £36.50 

Equipment Boxes – Annual charge per box £36.00 £36.50 

Sailing/Angling Boat Site £47.00 £48.00 

Commercial Fishing Boat Site £357.00 £363.00 
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Appendix 4 

CAR PARK PERMITS 

Unless stated all charges include VAT @ 20% 

 

 

All other current car park tariffs, including pay and display charges are available 
online at www.rother.gov.uk/carparks 
 
  

 
Charges 

2019/2020 

Proposed 
Charges 

2020/2021 

Annual Permit for One Car – All Car Parks  £815.00 £815.00 

Half Yearly Permit for One Car – All Car Parks £498.50 £498.50 

Nominated Permit for One Car – Single Named 
Car Park  

£498.50 £498.50 

Wainwright Road – Annual Permit per Car £125.00 £125.00 

Gibbets Marsh – Annual Permit per Car £321.50 £321.50 

Little Common – Annual Permit per Car £175.00 £175.00 

Gun Gardens – Rye – Annual Permit per Car £1,090.00 £1,090.00 

Western Road – Bexhill – Annual Permit per 
Car 

£715.00 £715.00 

The Strand – Rye – Annual Permit per Car £655.00 £655.00 
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Appendix 5 

WASTE CHARGES 

Unless stated all charges include VAT @ 20% 

 

Bulky Waste Charges (a) 

 

 
Charges 

2019/2020 

Proposed 
Charges 

2020/2021 

Up to 3 items £37.00 £38.00 

4 – 6 items  £72.00 £73.00 

7 – 9 items  £106.00 £108.00 

Additional items above, per 3 items £37.00 £38.00 

 

 

Garden Waste Charges (b) 

 

 
Charges 

2019/2020 

Proposed 
Charges 

2020/2021 
(from July 2020) 

Annual charge per container £35.00  £40.00 
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Appendix 6 

SCRAP METAL DEALER LICENCE (3 years) 

Unless stated all charges include VAT @ 20% 

 

 Current Charge 

2019/2020 

Proposed Charge  

2020/2021 

New Application £500.00 £500.00 

Renewal £400.00 £400.00 

Variation £60.00 £60.00 

 

  

Page 7



 8 

Appendix 7 

FOOD HYGIENE RATING SCHEME (FHRS) 

Unless stated all charges include VAT @ 20% 

 

 

Current Charge 

2019/2020 

 

Proposed Charge 

2020/2021 

 

First request for an inspection for FHRS 
scoring within three months of planned 
inspection 

£150.00 £150.00 

Further request for an inspection for 
FHRS scoring within three months of 
planned inspection  

£200.00 £200.00 

First request for an inspection for FHRS 
scoring after three months of planned 
inspection 

Free Free 

Further request for an inspection for 
FHRS scoring after three months of 
planned inspection 

£200.00 £200.00 

Replacement FHRS sticker NA £25.00 
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Appendix 8 

EXPORT HEALTH CERTIFICATES (EXCEPT FISH INSPECTIONS) 

Unless stated all charges include VAT @ 20% 
 

 Current Charge 

2019/2020 

Proposed Charge 

2020/2021 

First certificate issued  £70.00 £70.00 

Subsequent certificates issued on the 
same working day (same batch) 

£20.00 each £20.00 each 
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Appendix 9 

[INTERNAL] EXPORT HEALTH CERTIFICATES FOR FISH AND MOLLUSCS, 

INCLUDING INSPECTION 

Unless stated all charges include VAT @ 20% 

 

 Current Charge 

2019/2020 

Proposed Charge 

2020/2021 

First hour (minimum) NA £100.00 

Subsequent hours or part thereof  NA £100.00 per hour 
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Appendix 10 

HMO LICENCES (5 years)  

 

 
Current Charge 
2019/2020 

Proposed Charge 
from January 
2020 

Initial (first) Application Fee  

Initial Issuing Fee 

Combined Fee (if paid at the same time) 

Additional fee if premises inspected and 

found not to be licensed 

£920.00 

£50.00 

£950.00 

 

£300.00 

£920.00 

£50.00 

£950.00 

 

£300.00 

Renewal Application Fee  

Renewal Issuing Fee 

Combined Fee (if paid at the same time) 

£650.00 

£50.00 

£680.00 

£650.00 

£50.00 

£680.00 

 

The Council was required to advertise the proposed disposal of public open space; 
an official notice was advertised across the district for a two week period. 
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